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The Qur’an’s Lack of Context: Exploring the
Form of Revelation in the Qur’an and the Bible
 

Big picture: God has spoken, yet the manner of His speaking reveals His heart. Qur’anic
revelation comes as transcendent command from beyond history, while biblical revelation unfolds within history,
culminating in God drawing near through Christ.

1. Christians and Muslims affirm God speaks, but from what perspective?

Many western urban contexts hum with a quiet chorus of belief. Steeples
stand beside minarets, and the language of faith threads through the noise
of daily life. Muslims and Christians share the same daring conviction: that
God has spoken, that the world is not left to wander in silence. Yet our
deepest difference lies not in whether God has spoken, but in how He chose
to do so: did He send His word like thunder from the clouds, or did He step
down and walk among us? Is revelation a message from afar, or an
embrace within time itself? The way God reveals Himself tells us who He is.

The distance between the Qur’an and the Bible is more than literary or historical; it is the distance between heaven
speaking over the world and heaven speaking into it. The Qur’an descends like a voice from beyond, commanding
from the heights of divine transcendence. The Bible speaks from within; through prophets and poets, and at last
through a child’s cry in a manger. One proclaims God’s will; the other unveils His heart.

This contrast is not a matter of theory; it shapes the very way we come to know Him. If revelation stays above history,
God may be feared, honored, even adored, but never met. But if revelation enters history; if eternity has stepped into
time; then the divine has drawn near. And in that nearness, faith is no longer a reach toward heaven, but a response
to a God who has already come close (Hebrews 1:1-2).

2. The Quran’s revelation is a word without a story

In Islam, the Qur’an is understood as the direct speech of God, not inspired thought or prophetic meditation, but God’s
own uncreated words. Muslims believe it was given to the Prophet Muhammad through the angel Jibril over twenty-
three years, piece by piece, event by event. Yet when each passage was spoken, the moment that carried it faded.
Every verse became timeless; lifted out of the scene that gave it birth. The Qur’an does not draw the reader into a
story; it speaks with the authority of command. Revelation in Islam is perfect precisely because it stands apart, pure
speech untouched by the dust of experience.

That distance preserves divine majesty, but at a cost. The God of the Qur’an speaks, yet He never walks. His words
enter time, but He Himself remains outside it. One can stand in mosques and hear the recitation roll through the air;
haunting, beautiful, absolute. It fills the heart with awe, yet the voice seems to come from a world just beyond reach.
To recite the Qur’an is to approach holiness through sound, not through story. The believer obeys a voice that never
trembles, never weeps, never shares our dust. Revelation in this form guards transcendence but veils tenderness. It
offers commands, but no companionship.

3. The Bible’s revelation is a story with a word

The Bible could not be more different. It unfolds as a long conversation between heaven and earth; uneven,
surprising, full of detours and promise. God speaks through Abraham’s trust (Genesis 15:6, Genesis 22:1-14), Moses’
trembling (Exodus 3:1-6), David’s songs in the night (Psalms 42:8, Psalms 63:6), Isaiah’s fire-touched lips (Isaiah
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6:1-8). His Word does not hover above history; it threads through it, growing until it draws breath in the person of
Jesus Christ (John 1:14). Revelation here is no monologue from the clouds, but a dialogue carried through generations.
Scripture is not frozen speech; it is a living witness. The Word becomes flesh as the Author steps into His own story.

That truth reshapes what revelation even means. It isn’t only something we hear; it’s someone we encounter. “In the
past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son”
(Hebrews 1:1-2). Revelation no longer calls from a distance; it walks beside us. The Qur’an gives divine law; the Bible
unveils divine love, not a voice over the world, but a presence within it.

4. The form of revelation reveals the heart of God

Every kind of revelation tells us something about its Author. The Qur’an’s form, fragmented and timeless, majestic in
its rhythm, reflects a God whose oneness allows no sharing. He rules from beyond; unchanging, unapproachable. His
words strike like lightning across a clear sky; brilliant, then gone; lighting the earth without ever touching its dust. It is
a revelation that inspires awe, yet keeps the heart of God veiled behind His throne.

For the devout Muslim, that distance brings reverence and order, but not intimacy. The believer stands before
perfection yet cannot draw near. God’s word commands, but it does not console. He is known by His will, not by His
wounds. And so, the shape of revelation becomes the shape of faith: obedience without rest; reverence without
relationship.

The Bible’s revelation moves to another rhythm entirely. Here, transcendence does not mean distance. The God who
hung the stars stoops to speak from a burning bush (Exodus 3:1-6), to wrestle with Jacob till dawn (Genesis 32:22-32),
to walk with Adam in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8). His revelation leaves fingerprints in the dust and footprints in
the garden. The narrative form of Scripture is the story of divine descent, the Holy One entering history without
surrendering holiness. “The LORD came down to rescue His people” (Exodus 3:7-8). That movement, from heaven to
earth, from majesty to manger, is the shape of God’s own heart.

At the centre of this descent stands Jesus Christ, the living Word. “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling
among us” (John 1:14). The speech of God takes on skin and breath. The message becomes the Messenger.
Revelation no longer merely describes who God is; it shows Him. In Christ, the distance closes. The form of revelation
becomes the form of grace.

5. The Qur’an reveals God’s will; the Bible enters into our story

Because the Qur’an’s revelation is seen as timeless, each verse carries complete authority in itself. Meaning is
intrinsic, sealed within the words. Historical background may help, but it is not necessary to faith. This gives the
Qur’an a universal simplicity: God has spoken, and His speech is sufficient. Yet this very timelessness removes
revelation from the drama of human story. The Qur’an reveals God’s will but not His ways. It commands, but it does
not journey.

That distance shapes devotion. Muslims recite the Qur’an to draw near, trusting that in repetition there is nearness.
But it is nearness through obedience, not through incarnation. The God of the Qur’an directs from beyond time; He
does not and cannot dwell within it. The believer learns the right path but cannot walk it with the One who made it. A
revelation without story can rule the world, but it cannot share its wounds.

Scripture insists on the opposite. God’s words arrive clothed in context, spoken in the wilderness, on mountaintops,
beside rivers, through human lips. Revelation grows as God acts. Each promise finds its place in the pattern of His
faithfulness. When He says, “I will be with you,” He proves it in history, in covenant, in cross, in resurrection. The
Bible’s meaning is inseparable from God’s movement; the context is the message.

That makes biblical revelation deeply personal. When we read the psalms of David, we hear our own cries echoed in
his; when we see Christ stretch out His hands, we see the promises of God made visible. The Bible does not float
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above history; it walks through it, leaving footprints of grace. A God who speaks within story is a God who can be
trusted beyond it.

6. The Bible brings revelation and relationship

In Islam, revelation defines what humanity owes to God. The Qur’an instructs the believer in worship, ethics, and
devotion. Faith and obedience are two sides of one coin. Yet the question remains: when all the recitations are
finished and the prayers complete, can anyone be sure that the scales will tip toward mercy? God may forgive, but His
mercy arrives by decree, not by covenant. The form of revelation, command without incarnation, keeps the
worshipper kneeling, never resting.

That posture is noble but heavy. The believer reaches upward, hoping the divine gaze will be kind. Revelation tells
him what to do but not how to be made new. It gives guidance, not guarantee. God is merciful but still distant; a
monarch more than a father. The voice from heaven remains unembodied, and so the heart remains uncertain.

Christian revelation brings the certainty that Islam can only long for. The Word that commanded now carries. The God
who gave the law fulfils it in person. Revelation becomes rescue. “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself”
(2 Corinthians 5:19). On the cross, divine speech becomes divine sacrifice; the lawgiver bears the law’s own weight.
God does not merely declare forgiveness; He enacts it.

That is why the Christian does not live in fear but in faith. Our confidence rests not in how perfectly we obey, but in
how completely God has come near. The revelation that took flesh also takes hold of the heart. Salvation is no longer
an aspiration but an adoption. The believer no longer hopes that mercy might find him; he lives with mercy at his side.
Revelation has become relationship.

7. The gospel reveals God Himself, come near in Christ

Walk through any western urban city on a Friday afternoon and you’ll see it: worshippers filling mosques, and on a
Sunday, Bibles tucked under arms, holy books carried through a secular city. Revelation still matters here. But not all
revelations are the same. The Qur’an gives words from God; the gospel gives the Word of God Himself (John 1:1-14).
One calls for submission; the other calls for trust. One gives commands; the other gives a cross.

This difference is not a point to win in debate but a truth to embody. Our Muslims are right to revere divine speech;
we must honour that reverence. Yet the Christian’s task is to show that the Word they revere has come close, walked
our roads, and spoken our language. The gospel does not offer a new text but a new life. It is not a message sent
down; it is a Saviour come near.

Every Christian conversation in this city is a chance to reflect that nearness. When we speak of Christ, we are not
introducing an idea; we are introducing a person. The Qur’an teaches submission before majesty; the gospel reveals
love beneath majesty. At Calvary, the God who commands also suffers, and in that suffering He finishes revelation
with one final word: “It is finished” (John 19:30).

That is what makes the gospel good news; not that God has spoken more clearly, but that He has come more closely.
Revelation has a name and a face. The Word who was with God and was God has walked among us. And because of
Him, we no longer live beneath a distant decree, but within divine embrace. That is the revelation every heart in every
city, indeed, every heart in the world, was made for.
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